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From 'Trees' series by Katayoun Rouhi 

  
The Taiss Gallery in Paris will mount an exhibition of paintings and sculptures 
created by two young Iranian artists.  
 
Entitled Ut pictura poesis, the exhibition displays works by Paris-based painter 
Katayoun Rouhi, and sculptor Kambiz Sabri from March 11 to May 11, 2011.  
 
According to the gallery's website, the artworks convey the concepts of plenitude 
and a quest for knowledge in a symbolic way.  
 
The introduction describes Rouhi's paintings as the “quest for self that passes 
through introspection and the necessity of living in osmosis with nature.”  
 
She has covered the figures in her paintings with her own Persian poem that is 
written backwards and therefore cannot be read.  
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“The meaning is hidden behind the sign as if to signify the importance of the 
underlying words, of the allegory,” the Taiss website says.  
 
The exhibition showcases paintings of Rouhi's Trees series which symbolize the 
quest for identity with using tree as the main theme.  
 
“In Persian poetry, it [tree] is a point of reference,” Rouhi explained. “During my 
childhood we oriented ourselves in the wild by the trees that punctuated the 
landscape.”  
 
Rouhi studied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts of Paris, and her Trees series was a 
great success at Sotheby's latest auction in Doha last December.  
 
Her book L'ontologie du lieu (The Ontology of the Place) has just been published 
by Editions L'Harmattan.  
 
The sculptures created by Sabri, which will be displayed at Taiss, feature dozens 
of individuals standing upon disproportionately large mattresses.  
 
Despite apparent similarities, the individuals become more unique in a closer 
look.  
 
In the seemingly uniform group, attitudes are distinguished and the majority of 
individuals are immobilized waiting for an action that never comes.  
 
Sabri's works can be understood as metaphors for modern world, where people 
play on contradictions.  
 
“I dream of the day when the wars and conflicts will be replaced by luminous and 
joyous parties, where collective expression will become sacred,” Sabri said.  
 
“Iranian philosophy is based on the apparent and the hidden,” he said, adding, 
“What you see has to relate to something invisible that must be revealed.”  
 
A sculptor, designer and university professor, Kambiz Sabri has participated in 
numerous biennials around the world. He was also the coordinator of the Iranian 
pavilion at the 51st Venice Biennial.  
 
The Paris exhibition takes its name from a Latin statement which literally means 
“As is painting so is poetry” that occurs most famously in Horace's Ars Poetica.  
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